


Text reading. 

His early life was not an easy one. His parents had separated before he was born, and his mother 

remarried. When a series of misfortunes wrecked the family’s finances, the boy was forced to work at an 

early age, bringing every penny home to help support his parents. 

From the time he had learned to read, he had been fond of books and spent every free minute he 

could in the public library. The stories he read, combined with his natural curiosity, had aroused in him 

a spirit of adventure which was to remain unquenched all of his life. When he was fifteen, he saved 

enough money to buy a small boat and began raiding the privately owned oyster beds in the bay near his 

Oakland, California home. For a while he was earning good money, but there were others in the same 

business. After one of many bloody battles with rival oyster pirates, his boat was destroyed. 

At sixteen he went to sea aboard a schooner on a seal-hunting mission off the coast of Siberia. 

When he returned, he lived the life of a hobo, bumming his way around the country. At the age of 

nineteen he felt he needed an education, so he enrolled in high school for a short time, then took and 

passed an university entrance exam. He found himself too impatient for college, however, and soon he 

was off again, this time to the gold rush in Alaska’ Klondike. When he returned home, he settled down 

at last to fulfill his real destiny. 

He had always dreamed of becoming a writer, and now he set himself to the task. Drawing from 

his own experience, he wrote hundreds of stories, and his room was filled with rejected manuscripts 

before he finally began to sell a few. He was twenty-seven when the story which was to start him on his 

way to fame was printed. This tale of the frozen North was titled The Call of the Wild. It was followed 

by White Fang, The Sea-Wolf and many more adventure classics written by the one-time hobo, sailor, 

and pirate, who became one of the most powerful storytellers the world has ever known. His name was 

Jack London. 

 

Choose the correct variant: 

1. The author’s main point in this passage is  (2 points) 

a) Jack London had an inner spirit of adventure and he put it in his books. 

b) Jack London had a difficult and dangerous life.  

c) Jack London became a writer because his parents wanted him to become a literary person. 

d) Jack London read much in his childhood so he became a writer. 

 

2. According to the passage Jack London started his own business (2 points) 

a) when he entered college. 

b) when he was a teenager. 

c) when his parents were imprisoned. 

d) when he found gold in Klondike. 

 

3. According to the passage, all of the following are true about Jack London’s stories except for the fact 

that (2 points) 

a) they were powerful. 

b) they were adventurous. 

c) they were romantic. 

d) they were scientific. 

 

4. The word “enrolled” is closest in meaning to (2 points) 

a) entrusted 

b) entered 

c) enchanted 

d) engaged 

 

5. What does the phrase “for a while he was earning good money” mean? (2 points) 

a) it means that he was earning good money for a long period of time. 



b) it means that he only wanted to earn good money but actually he couldn’t. 

c) it means that jack London could make good money only for some time, but not always. 

d) it means that he was never able to earn good money.  
 

II. Grammar choice. 

 

6. If love is _________ kind of echo, the love poem is its mirror. (3 points) 

a) the b) – 

c) a d) an 

 

7. _________ good ideas never die. (3 points) 

a) the b) – 

c) a d) an 

 

8. _________ Mediterranean is the most polluted sea in the world. (3 points) 

a) the b) – 

c) a d) an 

 

9. Some rock bands are inspired _________ the great rock legends of the past. (3 points) 

a) with b) by 

c) – d) at 

 

10. You never know what will happen _________ five or ten years. (3 points) 

a) through b) of 

c) at d) in 

 

11. _________ love there would be no poetry. (3 points) 

a) besides b) for 

c) with d) without 

 

12. Black is associated _________ evil and death in virtually all the countries. (3 points) 

a) with b) to 

c) of d) under 

 

13. Who prefers e-mails _________ phone calls? (3 points) 

a) for b) from 

c) to d) of 

 

14. The revolution in London’s transport _________ on the 17th February 2003. (3 points) 

a) has begun b) had begun 

c) began d) begins 

 

15. You should salt meat as soon as you _________ it home even if you aren’t going to cook it for a 

couple of days. (3 points) 

a) will get b) get 

c) would get d) got 

 

16. Nobody ever _________  people who say they are happy to be single. (3 points) 

a) believes b) doesn’t believe 

c) believe d) don’t believe 

 

17. Good computer content can make children _________  intellectually. (3 points) 



a) to grow b) will grow 

c) grow                                                          d) to be growing 

 

18. It is worth _________  that the Irish were given a vote on enlargement. (3 points) 

a) to remember b) to have remembered 

c) remembering d) being remembered 

 

19. So many unpleasant things _________ happen at airports. (3 points) 

a) must b) can 

c) should d) may 

 

20. What could be _________ fun than a family ski holiday? (3 points) 

a) most b) better 

c) much d) more 

 

21. February is supposed _________ a cold month of the year. (3 points) 

a) being b) will be 

c) to be d) to have been 

  

22. ‘God Save the Queen’ is the British anthem, and it should _________ at British sporting events. 

(3 points) 

a) be sung b) being sung 

c) to sing d) to be sung 

 

23. 56% of respondents thought that lessons in ‘being British’ _________ young people a stronger sense 

of national identity. (3 points) 

a) will give b) give 

c) would give d) would be given 

 

24. You were _________  born British or you weren’t. (3 points) 

a) neither b) either 

c) nor d) or 

 

25. He _________ by his grandparents.  (3 points) 

a) had been brought up                                  b) were brought up 

c) was brought up                                          d) have been brought up 

 

26. Сопоставьте выделенное слово в первой колонке с частью речи во второй колонке.  

(5 points)

1. I’d love to go to the cinema. 

2. The love-story  ended unhappily. 

3. There was no love lost between them. 

4. Do you love me, Gwendolyn?  

5. It was a loveless marriage. 

1B, 2 C, 3 A, 4 E, 5 D 

 

 

 

A существительное 

B предлог 

C наречие 

D прилагательное 

E глагол 

 

 

 

 

 

27. Заполните пропуски в первой колонке, подобрав слово по смыслу во второй колонке. (5 points)

1. Let’s …, the weather is good. 

2. Did you go for…with your friends? 

3. …is pleasant on such a sunny day. 

4. His long …along the beach worry me. 



5. …that we had last time is unforgettable. 

A a walk 

B walk 

C the walk 

D walking 

E walks 

1 B, 2 A, 3 D, 4 E, 5 C 

 

28. Соотнесите английские предложения с русскими. (5 points) 

1. She may come.                             a) Ей пришлось придти 

2. She couldn’t come.                        b) Ей можно придти. 

3. She must come.                             c) Ей не следует приходить 

4. She had to come.                           d) Она должна придти 

5. She shouldn’t come.                      e) Она не могла придти 

1 B,  2  E, 3 D, 4 A, 5 C 

 

29. Заполните пропуски в первой колонке, подобрав слово по смыслу во второй колонке. (5 points)

1. The heat was really… .     A native 

2. Finally I have returned to my…town.   B unbearable 

3. Actually the answer to this question is… .             C impressive 

4. The people who met me were all…               D simple 

5. The picture was… .                E friendly 

1 B, 2  A, 3 D, 4  E, 5 C 

 

30. Form the  word to fit  in the gap. (2 points) 

Transport and…are provided by the plant (EQUIP) – EQUIPMENT 

 

31. Form the  word to fit  in the gap. (2 points) 

It is…to speak so. (NATURE) – NATURAL 

 

32. Form the  word to fit  in the gap. (2 points) 

The… of the organization is Mr. Hunt. (MANAGE) – MANAGER 

 

33. Form the  word to fit  in the gap. (2 points) 

Part of success lies in your serious…  (PREPARE) – PREPARATIONS 

 

34. Form the  word to fit  in the gap. (2 points) 

It is…for the planet to go on like that. (DANGER) – DANGEROUS 

 

 

 

 


